Welcome to the Ohio State University! As you begin to
prepare for some of the best years of your life, we want to
make sure you are ready to have the best experience
possible. Even though Ohio State is a safe place, it is not
crime free. Staying safe is mostly about being aware of
your surroundings and using common sense. In this
pamphlet you will find some of the things that we think are
most important for you to know when you go off-campus.
This guide was compiled with your safety in mind. In the
end, it is really about students helping out other students!

e Theft is the number one crime on and off the
campus area

e Bike theft
There are several options to protect against bike
theft, such as the “Bug your Bike” system which
is a free radio frequency identification device that
can be picked up at Community Crime Patrol or
University Security Services. Students can also
mark their belongings with invisible ultraviolet
markings available at Off Campus Student
Services, Community Crime Patrol or University
Security Services.

e Make an effort to watch out for your personal
belongings such as purses, wallets and coats.
Never leave your belongings unattended! Every
time you leave your possessions unattended is a
perfect opportunity for them to get stolen.

e Only bring what you absolutely need when
going out. Avoid carrying too much cash with
you. Remember: if you don’t have it to get stolen,
it can’t get stolen!

e Use the Party Smart website. It includes party
tips, recipes, a review of local laws, and options
for a lot of free stuffl
- www.osu.edu/partysmart

e Never leave your drink alone or take one from
someone who you don’t know. This is an easy

way to be a victim of date rape drugs. If you don’t
know what it is, don’t drink it.

* Never leave a party with someone whom you've
just met. It is always a good idea to have several
good friends with you wherever you go.

* Never go anywhere alone — no matter what!
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e \When encountering someone who is asking you
for money, politely say NO and keep on walking.

e |t is very important not to give panhandlers
money. If you feel obligated to help out, there are
many charities on campus to get in touch with.

e Do not hesitate to call the police if you ever

feel harassed or threatened by a panhandler.
e Remember: High Street belongs to ALL of us.
Do not feel like you have to avoid these areas.

ICE: In Case of Emergency
- Program an ICE number into your cell phone.
This number will serve as an easy way for
someone to help you during an emergency by
contacting your selected ICE person. Choose
someone who knows you well (such as a
relative), easy to reach and available at most
times.
- Example- ICE: MOM
e Buckeye Alert System
- Students can be notified of campus emergencies
through email and text messages.
- Sign up at www.buckeyealert.osu.edu
e Keep track of current crime reports around
campus posted in your residence halls. You
can also keep posted by going to
www.ps.ohio-state.edu to read crime
warnings, reports, and even sign up for an
email notification service.
e Free self-defense classes are offered by the
Student Wellness Center. Contact
sves@osu.edu to sign up.

Navigating the University District

e The off-campus area is covered by the
Columbus Police.

e Know the University District and stay within
its boundaries.

e Avoid unlit alleyways and try to stay on lit
streets or main roads. Don’t go wandering off
to areas in which you are unfamiliar with,
especially at night.

e | ook for the Blue Light Emergency Phones
on several of the off-campus street corners,
and remember where they are located. These
phones automatically connect to a 911 operator.




